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November is National Donor Sabbath month, celebrating the interfaith support of organ donation as an act of generosity and compassion that saves the lives of others. 
There are 110,000 people waiting nationally for a transplant and nearly 10,000 right here in New York, many of whom may be your congregants, family, and friends. New York also has an organ shortage resulting in longer wait times for those on the transplant waiting list. On average, a New Yorker dies every day waiting for the organ transplant that could have saved their life. 
Religious leaders are encouraged to affect positive change by being outspoken that organ, eye and tissue donation saves lives and extends the blessings that are given to us. By educating our communities we can encourage more people to say yes to donation and give the gift of life to someone who desperately needs it. 


WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP
There are many ways your congregation can support and celebrate the lifesaving power of organ donation. Any of the efforts listed below will go a long way in doing something meaningful for those in need of a transplant.
· Share a message in support of organ donation during a sermon.
· Allow someone from your congregation, or another member of the community, who has been affected by organ, eye and tissue donation (a transplant recipient, someone waiting for a transplant, or the family member of someone who was an organ donor) to share their story during a sermon. If you would like to request a speaker to share their story, please submit a request here: https://bit.ly/357DmgG
· Say a prayer for those waiting for a transplant, transplant recipients, and the family members of organ donors during service.
· Feature a message in support of organ donation in your bulletin.
· Send a newsletter to your congregation.
· Write and submit an article supporting organ and tissue donation to your local newspaper.
· Post about organ donation on your social media handles and add LiveOnNY.org as a link on your website as a resource for congregants to access further information.
Below you will find resources to help you communicate the importance of organ, eye and tissue donation with your congregants. Please let us know how else we can be helpful.

Resources

Support for Organ Donation
In 2019, the Fiqh Council of North America (FCNA) announced that organ donation and transplantation is permissible within the Islamic faith and among American Muslims, making a clear religious ruling for Muslims living in North America. Organ donation is permitted in the Islamic faith as long as shar’i guidelines are met and that measures are in place to protect human dignity. Living donation is permitted in order to keep the recipient alive, or an essential function of their body intact. In the case of deceased donation, permission must be given by the deceased before their death or by their heirs after death.

“Nowadays, if you look at the situation, just in America, there are more than 120,000 people on the transplant waiting list and everyday almost 22 people die waiting. So, if we can encourage the community and they can become donors, we can extend the lives of other people then it is definitely Islamic, it is definitely Sadaqah Jariyah (perpetual charity), and it is Islamically permissible.” 	  
– Dr. Zulfiqar Ali Shah, S.G, Figh Council of North America




Suggested Newsletter Content

[image: ]A Tissue Donor Saved Imran’s Life
Imran Zaman suffered burns over 90 percent of his body after being injured in a house fire. He was so sick that he was placed in a medical coma for two months and underwent 56 surgeries. Because he was burned so badly, donated tissue was required to save his life. 

“It is Allah who has given me a new life,” Imran says. “It is He who has provided for my survival through the charity people gave. I would not be alive today if angels hadn’t given me their skin when they were done with it.”

Imran is alive thanks to a selfless organ donor who chose to save his life and leave a lasting legacy. 

In many cases, the family members of organ and tissue donors find tremendous comfort in knowing that their loved one did something incredible as their final act. In 2006, Samuel Shareef’s daughter, Danielle, became an organ donor.

“Organ donation decisions as American Muslims should reflect current time, space and context in which we live,” he says. “Islam is a way of life, with foundational tenants and values that allow for the development and understanding of the 21st century issues.”

To learn more or to sign up to be an organ donor, please visit LiveOnNY.org.

The Facts About Saving Lives
· Organ donation is often possible even with certain health conditions. 
· There is no age limit to be an organ donor - the oldest donor in New York was 93 years old.  
· The organ donation process follows strict guidelines to ensure fairness and equity. 
· Because organ donation saves lives, major religions and religious authorities celebrate it as a final act of kindness.  
· Registering as an organ donor does not change your medical care. 

Share on Social Media
National Donor Sabbath month celebrates the interfaith support of organ donation as an act of generosity and compassion that saves the lives of others as shared in this short video: https://bit.ly/2IEtzav #NationalDonorSabbath #LiveOnNY
Organ donation as an act of generosity that helps save the lives of others by giving the gift of life. #NationalDonorSabbath #LiveOnNY
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Suggested Bulletin Text
November marks Donor Sabbath, a time when we recognize the importance of organ donation. Organ donation is an incredible act of generosity and charity. One person can save up to eight lives and leave a lasting legacy. Nearly 10,000 of our fellow New Yorkers are waiting for a lifesaving organ transplant and there are not enough donors. Please consider signing up to save a life. To learn more, visit LiveOnNY.org.


Suggested Prayer
The Strength to Give: A Prayer for Organ Donation 
Rock of Ages, Almighty God...  
give us strength! 
Give strength to those awaiting transplantation, 
whose bodies betray them, 
whose spirit abandons them, waiting, hoping, praying... 
for the gift of life. 
 
Give strength to the relatives and friends  
of those awaiting transplantation, 
who dearly love them, 
who steadfastly care for them, 
waiting, hoping, praying...  
for the gift of life. 
 
Give strength to the grieving families  
considering organ donation.  
Help them find comfort in the power  
to end the wait,  
to fuel the hope,  
to answer the prayers... 
by saying ‘yes’ to the gift of life.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rock of Ages, Almighty God,  
give our loved ones the strength to Live On... 
through the miracle of transplantation  
and the legacy of organ donation. 
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ANOTE FROM A RECIPIENT

Caught in a house fire, Imran Zaman was
burned on over 90 percent of his body.

He was placed in a coma for two months,
and endured over fifty-six surgeries.

Due to the extent and intensity of his
excruciating burns, donated tissue was
used to save his life and heal his wounds

“It is Allah who has given me a new lfe. It is
He who has provided for my survival through the
charity people gave. I would not be alive today if
‘angels hadn't given me their skin when they

were done with it.”

~ Imran Zaman

Tissue Recipient

DONOR INFORMATION DAYS

Launched in 2015 as a local, grassroots outreach initiative, Hope, Life
& Legacies gained momentum quickly and is now a national outreach
and education program about the issue of organ donation and how it
relates to the American Muslim community. While the program
contains many different engagement strategies, the most effective
approach can be found in its initial, modest grassroots effort - being
present.

Members of the Hope, Life & Legacies team attend Friday Jumah at mosques and
masjids throughout the Washington, D.C. metropolitan arca. This provides an
opportunity for decper, more substantive conversations and knowledge-sharing.
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LIFE AND DEATH

why think separately
of this life
a look at your heart and tongue
one feels but deaf and dumb
the other speaks in words and signs

once you think of me
déad and gone
you will make up with me
you will miss me
you may even adore me

you mustn't be afraid of death
you're a deathless soul
you can't be kept in a dark grave
you're filled with God's glow

be happy with your beloved
you can't find any better
the world will shimmer

because of the diamond you hold

when your heart is immersed
in this blissful love
you can easily endure
any bitter face around

Excerpts translated
by Nader Khalili "Rumi, Fountain of Fire”
Cal-Earth Press, 1994

For more information about organ donation,
log onto: donatelife.net

To register as an organ donor,
log onto: registerme.org
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