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Organ, Eye and Tissue Donation
The Facts & Impact
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In the U.S., nearly 110,000 people are in need of 
transplants; they are neighbors, children and family 
members in our community.

There is a great need for organ transplantation in people 
of African descent. This is because of a high rate of 
diabetes, lupus, high blood pressure (hypertension) and 
heart disease, all of which may lead to organ failure. 

What parts of the body can be donated for transplant?

The heart, lungs, liver, kidneys, pancreas, intestines, 
eyes, corneas, bone, skin, heart valves, tendons and 
veins can be transplanted.

Will my decision to donate affect my medical care?

How are organs matched with potential recipients?

Why is it important for all communities to donate?

Strict guidelines mean that doctors who treat you 
have nothing to do with donation and do not perform 
transplants. Saving their patients’ lives is the hospital’s 
priority. Donation is only considered after every effort 
is made to save a patient’s life. 

People of color have a greater need for donation. 
They make up nearly 58% of people on the national 
organ transplant waiting list and nearly 74% of people 
waiting here in the greater New York area. By having 
more people signed up as registered organ donors, 
communities can help save more lives.

The United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) 
manages a national computerized waiting list of 
transplant candidates. Factors like size, blood type, 
medical urgency and location are used to see if an 
organ is a match. Race, income, gender, celebrity and 
social status are never a factor.

Most major religions support organ, eye and tissue 
donation, and many encourage it as an act of kindness 
and generosity. They believe it is one of the the most 
important gifts a person can give to another. You can 
discuss donation with your religious or spiritual leader.

Does my religion support organ and  tissue donation?



	` In the U.S., nearly 90,000 of people waiting for a 
lifesaving transplant are waiting for a kidney. 

	` Diabetes and high blood pressure are the leading 
causes of kidney failure in people of African 
descent.

	` People of African descent suffer from kidney failure 
at a higher rate than people of other races - more 
than 3 times higher.

	` People of African descent represent 13% of the 
population but make up more than 35% of those 
waiting for kidney transplant.

	` Anyone can be a potential donor regardless of race, 
age or medical history. 

	` There is no cost to a donor’s family for donation. A 
family is only responsible for expenses from before 
the death and normal funeral costs. 

In 2008 Roxanne’s life was put on 
hold. She was in failing health,   
hospitalized 17 times, and suffered a 
silent heart attack. She would need 
a heart transplant to live.

Michael Bovill, a 23-year-old E3 
Fireman with the U.S. Coast Guard, 
was in an accident that took his life. 
He was a registered organ donor 
and in his final act of generosity, 
Michael saved Roxanne’s life and 
the lives of four others.

one donor can save up to 8 lives

ORGAN DONATION FACTS

Give the gift of life by saying yes to organ and tissue 
donation. Leave a lasting legacy and help others live on.

Organ Donation Saved Roxanne

Learn more about organ, eye and  
tissue donation at LiveOnNY.org
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